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NEW YORK (AP) - The 
head of the humanitarian 
organization CARE 
pushed the U.N. Security 
Council this week to pass 
a resolution to send more 
peacekeepers to 

Afghanistan and to 
accelerate development 
of a "robust" police force 
while the new Afghan 
national army is being 
trained 

Humanitarian agencies 
such as CARJE are 
particularly concerned 
about Afghanistan's 
growing insecurity 

because many attacks 
have directly targeted aid 
workers. On Thursday, a 
man riding a motorcycle 
tossed a hand grenade 
into the office of an 
Italian aid organization in 
Lashkar Gah, the capital 
of southern Helmand 
province. No one was 
injured. 

CARE secretary-general 
Denis Caillaux spoke 
with U.N. Deputy 
Secretary-General Louise 
Frechette and other high- 


level U.N. officials 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
after he completed an 
eight-day trip to 
Afghanistan. Caillaux said 
he visited Afghanistan to 
investigate "the growing 
insecurity that's 

developing." 

Caillaux said the United 
Nations also must extend 
the International Security 
Assistance Force mandate 
to include the Afghan 
provinces. Peacekeepers 
currently are limited to the 
Kabul region, but many 
areas outside the city 
remain in need of 
stabilization, restructuring 
or both. 

CARE, which began work 
in Afghanistan in 1961, 
now has over 700 aid 
workers in the country, 
most of whom are Afghan 
nationals. 

Violence there has 
escalated over the past few 
months, the latest fatal 
incident occurring June 7, 
when four German soldiers 
and an Afghan civilian 


were killed by a suicide 
bomber in Kabul. Afghan 
Interior Minister Ali 
Ahmad Jalali said 
Thursday that security 
forces had foiled several 
plans for similar attacks 
and claimed that suicide 
bombers are being trained 
to target foreigners in 
Afghanistan. 

The reconstruction efforts 
of relief agencies also have, 
been sabotaged, including 
the burning of two CARE- 
built schools for girls, and 
humanitarian workers have 
fallen victim to multiple 
carjackings and shootings. 

Much of the violence and 
criminal activity is linked 
to a resurgent Taliban and 
thieving warlords, who still 
control much of 
Afghanistan. Last month, 
U.N. envoy to 
Afghanistan Lakhdar 
Brahimi delivered a 
strong address to the 
Security Council, 

warning that feuding 
between warlords must be 
stopped if reconstruction is 
to go forward. 


18 June -Dozens of 
relief agencies have 
urged the United 
Nations to expand 
peacekeeping operations 
across Afghanistan amid 
growing concerns that 
rampant insecurity is 
jeopardizing the 

country's recovery. 

As the UN Security 
Council gathered for a 
meeting on Afghanistan, 
80 agencies warned in 
an open letter that the 
situation outside the 
capital Kabul was so bad 
that many civilians had 
started to reminisce 

about the "better days" 
under the Islamic 

fundamentalist Taliban 
regime 

The rule of the Taliban, 
which had sheltered al- 
Qaida leader Osama Bin 
Laden and members of 
his network, ended after 
the US launched military 
action against the 

country in the wake of 
the 11 September 
terrorist attacks. 

An interim government 
was subsequently 

installed and democratic 


elections promised, but the 
UN undersecretary-general 
for peacekeeping said that 
poor security was now so 
prevalent it threatened "the 
gains made so far and the 
tasks that lie ahead". 

"The process has entered 
into its most critical and 
sensitive stage - the 

constitutional and electoral 
processes - but prevailing 
insecurity poses a serious 

risk of derailing it," said ■ 
Jean-Marie Guehenno. 

Vast swathes of the country 
remained out of bounds to 
UN workers and in these 
places many civilians are 
subject to daily harassment 
from other ethnic groups 
and tribal leaders, the 
Security Council was told. 

Nearly 12,000 US-led 

troops are still in the country 
hunting members of al- 

Qaeda and the Taleban - 
whom many believe are 
regrouping and resurgent •- 
while a separate UN- 
approved peacekeeping 
force, Isaf, comprising some 
4,600, patrols the Kabul 
region. 

Aid agencies are asking UN 


Secretary General Kofi 
Annan to lobby the 
Security Council for a 
much broader mandate 
for Nato, which is due to 
take over from Isaf in 
August. 

The BBC's Greg Barrow 
at the UN says that 
while many nations 
support this idea, few 
have been willing to 
offer the troops or 
money to make it 
happen 

The US in particular is 
said to be opposed to 
any expansion of the 
security force as this 
might interfere with its 
ongoing efforts to 
capture or destroy the 
remnants of al-Qaeda 
and the Taleban. 

As for the suggestion 
that an, Afghan army 
could soon take over the 
role of providing 
security,a BBC 

correspondent says it is 
overly optimistic. 

Only 4,000 troops of a 
proposed 70,000 have 
actually been trained. 


SPIN BOLDAK, June 
16th -Afghanistan 
(Reuters) - Taliban 
fighters in Afghanistan 
have threatened to 
launch suicide attacks 
against U.S. and British 
troops and Afghan 
government officials in 
revenge for a big defeat 
this month. 

The threat came in 
leaflets distributed in 
southeastern 
Afghanistan that also 
urged people to back 
the Taliban and not 
cooperate with the 
U.S.-backed 
government. 

"A suicide force of 
Taliban Mujahideen 
has been formed to take 
the revenge for Taliban 
martyrs." the Taliban 
said, according to a 
copy of the leaflet seen 
in the border town of 
Spin Boldak on 


Monday. Mujahideen are 
Muslim holy warriors. 

"They will start non-stop 
suicide attacks on senior 
Afghan officials and 
American and British 
forces," it added. 

A former Afghan 
intelligence official, 
Mullah Abdul Samad, 
said he believed the 
leaflets were genuine and 
had been distributed by 
the Taliban. 

The leaflets, referred to a 
battle on June 4 northeast 
of Spin Boldak, in which 
up to 40 Taliban fighters 
were killed by 
government forces. 

Provincial officials said it 
was the group's biggest 
defeat since late 2001, 
when it was .driven from 
power by a U.S.-led 
offensive launched after 
the September 11 attacks 
on the United States, 


blamed on the Taliban’s 
al Qaeda group allies. 

Three days later, four 
German peacekeepers 
were killed in Kabul 
when a suicide car 
bomber blew up his 
vehicle next to a bus 
taking troops to the 
airport. About 30 of the 
Germans were wounded. 

President Hamid Karzai 
blamed the Kabul attack 
on foreign terrorists and 
said the Taliban was 
finished as an 
organization. 

i 

Remnants of the Taliban 
and al Qaeda are believed 
to be hiding out in rugged 
mountains on the 
Afghan-Pakistan border. 
They have been blamed 
for a wave of violence 
across the south of the 
country and in Kabul in 
recent months. 


People say: 

All of the income sources 

i 

are controlled by powerful 
people in the Kabul city. 
Even the 26 public 'call 
offices (PCOs) that .are 
situated in Kabul are 
distributed by the 
T elecommunication 
ministry to those who have 
relationships or are friends 
of the officials in the 
Telecommunication 
ministry. 

People say: 

As the process of elections 
gets near, attracting the 
people, ostentation, 

gathering and stimulating 
civilians, using wealth, 
privileges and power, 
hiring and firing and 
similar activities have 
raised in Afghanistan. 
There are very less people 
who do not want to be 
involved in such groups, 
organizations or parties and 
work for the betterment of 
their country not for profit 
of themselves. 

People say: 

One of the commanders 
who all the people know 
about and was involved in 
the Jihad said while 
addressing the people in 


Kandahar that he was 
praying for Allah to find a 
Kandahari brother to 
transfer him the power 
and soon later he found 
Hamid Karzai and 
transferred him the power 
willfully. 

People say: 

the number of dogs that 
many of them are mad 
have rose on the streets of 
Kabul city, but it is yet 
not clear that which 
organization has taken the 
responsibility of clearing 
the city out of the street 
dogs since the 
municipality is very busy 
in distributing* the land, 
cleaning and planting the 
city, rebuilding the 
squires and markets, 
controlling the price rates, 
etc. 

People say; 

A two month salary of the 
military officials, that 
should have been paid last 
year has been spent on the 
construction of a big 
building in the Kabul city. 
And now the finance 
Ministry is not willing to 
approve and transfer that 
money to the military 
offices and to pay the 
militias. 


One of those countries that 
is involved and responsible 
for the destruction of our 
country has observed that 
Afghanistan is compelled 
and needy of the 
reconstruction, so It is once 
again trying to be involved 
in some affairs and has 
begin its deceitful activities 
by naming the health 

services , religious 
activities and other 
investments. 

Dear brothers and 
sisters! 

Try to know and be aware 
that testing the tested 

people is a big mistake. 
Officials of our country are 
very busy in those 

businesses that can only 
support them not our 
country and they are not 
aware of the enemies and 
their activities. The famous 
Al-Qaida network had 
entered our country having 
the same policy by opening 
the centers under the name 
of health centers, religious 
centers and some centers 
supporting the orphans. 
(Baktazh 
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BBC - June 16th, The 
cultural arm of the United 
Nations, Unesco, is 
considering plans to repair 
the damage done to the 
cultural heritage of 
Afghanistan at a three-day 
conference starting Monday 
in Paris. 

• 

It aims to co-ordinate 
international efforts over 
Kabul Museum and the 
possibility of restoring the 
site at Bamiyan where giant 
statues of the Buddha were 
destroyed. 

It will also look at many 
smaller conservation and 
excavation projects being 
carried out in Afghanistan 
by archaeologists from all 
over the world. 

The conference was 
originally planned for 
Kabul but was moved to 
Paris because of the 
unstable situation in the 


Afghan capital, no roof and may have to be 

relocated, and the remaining 
And that gives a good 30% of its collection which 
idea of how huge the task has not been destroyed has to 
facing Unesco really is. remain in secret storage. 


The basic aspiration is 
that culture can serve as a 
rallying point for nation¬ 
building - in practice 
neither the finances nor 
the security conditions 
seem favourable 

But Unesco can and will 
be drawing up a strategy 
for what needs to be 
done, based on repair, 
protection and finance. 

It wants better co¬ 
ordination of projects and 
more of the promised 
finances. 

The distance still to travel 
is enormous. 

'Replica Buddha statues' 
The Kabul museum has 


Another headline issue is 
Bamiyan, the site of the 
world famous rock statues of 
the Buddha, blown up by the 
Taleban in 2001. 

There are ambitious plans 
to rebuild them as replicas, 
bur much more basic and 
urgent is the shoring up of 
the cliff face, which is in 
danger of collapsing. 

Remaining fragments of the 
statues need to be collected 
and protected. 

The woeful ongoing situation 
of open archaeological 
sites, which are being 
systematically plundered 
by antique smugglers, will 
be another priority issue. 
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KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 
June 17th - Three suspected 
terrorists were killed in 
Afghanistan over the 
weekend when a bomb they 
were trying to plant under a 
bridge in the east of the 
country exploded by 
mistake, a military 
commander said Tuesday. 

The remote-controlled 
bomb exploded Sunday at 
al-Tamur, on the main road 
from Kabul to the eastern 
town of Gardez, said Gen. 
Atiqullah Uddin, a military 
commander speaking by 
satellite phone from 
Gardez. 

Two of the men planting 
the device died in the blast, 
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while a third man 
succumbed to severe 
wounds after being treated 
at a local hospital. The 
bridge was damaged, but 
cars were still able to move 
around it, Uddin said. 

The three men comprised 
one of 17 suspected 
terrorist teams local 
authorities are hunting 
down in several provinces 
in southeastern 

Afghanistan, Uddin said, 
adding that each group was 
being paid $50,000 to carry 
out such operations. It was 
not known who was paying 
them. 

\On the eastern outskirts of 
Kabul, coalition troops on 
Monday found a homemade 


///WAV 


bomb that failed to 
detonate, US. military 
spokesman Col Rodney 
Davis told reporters at 
Bagram Air Base, north of 
the capital 

Insurgents have been 
stepping up attacks against 
the government and foreign 
targets in recent months. 
On June 7, four German 
peacekeepers and one 
Afghan civilian were killed 
in a suicide bombing in 
Kabul. 

About 11,500 coalition 
troops, most of them 
Americans, are in 
Afghanistan carrying out 
operations against Taliban 
rebels and their allies. 





President Hamid Karzai Afghan president was 
BBC- June 16th - The quoted as saying, 
president of Afghanistan 

has blamed a culture of The well-known investor 
corruption and bribery for was not named, 

deterring foreign firms Afghan press reports also' 


from doing business in his 
country. 

Hamid Karzai said 3,000 
domestic and international 
firms had registered to 
invest in Afghanistan but 
have been put off by 
comiption, the AFP news 
agency reported 

"During my stay in 
London, one of the world's 
best-known people, who 
has vowed to invest lots of 
money in Afghanistan, 
seriously complained about 
corruption and bribery in 
our administration," the 


picked up on Mr Karzai s 
renewed pledge to end 
bribery, and said the 
situation had become worse 
under the current 
administration. 

Prosperous future? 

Mr Karzai promised to 
tackle the problem through 
a new administrative 
reform commission set up 
in April, and headed by 
vice president Amin Arsala. 

"If we want to have a rich 
and prosperous country, 
first we need to establish an 


active and honest 
administration," Mr Karzai 
said. 

Foreign investment is sen 
as an essential means of 
restore the health of the 

Afghan economy as aid 
flows dry up. 

Mr Karzai asked for an 
additional $15bn to $20bn 
for reconstruction during 
his visit to London earlier 
this month. 

He said the additional 
international aid was 
necessary to give Afghans 
what he had promised 
them by the end of the 
year: "A new currency, a 
better economy, better 
reconstruction of highways 
and dams, a fair political 
process". 


KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) -, 
June 15 th - The Afghan 
government has set up a new 
commission to fight 
corruption, nepotism and red 
tape. President Hamid Karzai 
said Sunday. 

The Independent Reform of 


Civil Administrative Services 
Commission is the latest in a 
series of measures Karzai has 
taken to try to jump-start the 
economy. After two decades 
of war. the country is 
desperately short of cash and 
heavily dependent on foreign 


aid. The panel will be headed 
by one of the country's 
several vice presidents. 
Hadyat Amin Arsala, Karzai 
said in a speech at the Interior 
Ministry. Several Cabinet 
members were among the 
hundreds who attended 



US Troops Fire on Iraqi Protest 



18 June -American 
troops have opened fire 
on a demonstration in 
Baghdad. 

There are reports of 
several casualties, with 
the AFP news agency 
saying that one man was 
shot dead. 


The demonstration - by 
sacked soldiers from the 
Iraqi army - was taking 
place outside the main 
entrance to the former 
presidential compound 
which now houses the US- 
led military coalition 
running Iraq. Demonstrators 
started throwing stones at 
the US guards who 
responded with gunfire. The 
crowd also set upon a 
television crew and beat 
passing United Nations and 
television vehicles with 
their shoes, witnesses said. 

"Demonstrators began to 


scatter when the gunfire 
sounded," said AP 
photographer Victor 
Caivano. 

"Newsmen also retreated 
under a hail of stones." 

Mr Caivano said 
demonstrators told him 
that two or three people 
had been killed. But he 
said that could not be 
immediately confirmed 
and he did not see any 
casualties being taken 
away. 


\17 June -Pakistani 

President Pervez Musharraf 
says there is "total 

understanding" with the 
UK over a range of issues. 

He was speaking after talks 
with UK Prime Minister 
Tony Blair on the first stage 
of a world tour 

General Musharraf also 
said the Pakistani 

authorities were meeting 
great success in their fight 
against terror groups within 
the country. 


tour will include talks with 
US President George W 
Bush at Camp David next 
week. President Musharraf 
spoke briefly to reporters 
after talks with Mr Blair in 
Downing Street. 

He said there was total 
understanding over issues 
ranging from Afghanistan 
and Iraq to relations with 
India. And he rejected 
accusations that Pakistan 
was allowing militants to 

cross the Line of Control in 
Kashmir to attack Indian 


The general's four-nation targets. 


He said there was 
nothing happening across 
the Line of Control at all, 
and - contrary to what the 
Indians kept saying - the 
rebellion against Indian 
rule was a local matter. 

The general said his 
government was meeting 
great success in the fight 
in Pakistan against al- 
Qaida, the Taliban, and 
indigenous militant 
groups. "My 

government is totally 
against any form of 
religious extremism," he 
told reporters 



18 June -An Iranian woman 
has set herself on fire in 
Paris in protest against a 
mass round-up of Iranian 
opposition figures in 
France. 

This comes a day after a 
similar action in central 
London, when a man set 
himself alight outside the 
French embassy. The 
European protests come as 


anti-government 
demonstrations in the 
Iranian capital, Tehran, 
enter their second week. 

Iranian riot squads and 
hundreds of ordinary 
police were involved, 
along with right-wing 
Islamic vigilantes armed 
with clubs, chains and 
some assault rifles. 


Local residents said a 
number of young people 
were beaten up and taken 
away. 

But the BBC's Jim Muir in 
Tehran says the clashes 
appear generally to be 
losing momentum, and by 
the early hours of the 
morning the streets were 
empt 
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